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OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20530 


NOV ¢ 1975 


John A. Mintz, Assistant Director 
Legal Counsel Division 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Michael E. Shaheen, Jr. 
Special Counsel for Intelligence 
Coordination 


Senate Select Committee Request 


Attached is a letter from the Senate Select 


Committee requesting declassification of certain 
documents enclosed with that request. We forward 
them for your attention and appropriate action. 
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FRANK CHURCH, IDAHO, cucu 4 : 
JOUN G, TOWER, TEXAS, VICE CHAIRM 


PRL A. BART, MICH, . HOVARD 14. BAKER, JR,, TENK, 
WALI Cn F. 14t 4D4LL, MINN, BARRY GOLOWATEM, ARTZ. 
“*. WALT DO. HUDOLLSTON, KY. CHAHLELS 146 C. MATHIAS, JR, MB ae 
ROUEHL SOHGAN, F1.C, RICHARD S. SCHWCUNKIUZ, PAs ¢ ¢ ay eF. £ ¢ < 
e = ats 4 ie ‘ 
GARY HIRAT, CuLo. Minted <piales ~Dercate 
WILLIAM G. MILLER, STAI F DIRFCTOR 
FREDLRICK A. O. SCHWARZ, JR., CHIEF COUNSEL SELECT COMMITTEE TO 
ar R. SMOTHERS, MINOHITY COUNSEL STUDY GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS WITH 
¢ = RESPECT TO INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES 


(PURSUANT To S. RES. 21, ATH CONGRESS) 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 


sNovember 4, 1975. 


Michael E. Shaheen, Jr., Esq. 

Special Counsel for Intelligence 
Coordination 

Office of the Deputy Attorney General 

U. S. Department of Justice 

Washington, D.C. 20530 


Dear Mike: 


Please have the enclosed documents as received by the 
senate Select Committee, declassified for public hearings. 
They are as follows: 


i. Excerpts from Former FBI Director Hoover's 
. briefing of the National Security Council, 
ci seeeppeso? presided over by the President, dated 11/6/58, 
Eerert = pages 35-37. " 


2. Excerpts from Former FBI Director Hoover's "off 
record" statements, as presented to the House 
IP wea subcommittee of the Committee on Appropriations, 
for fiscal years 1959 thru 1967. 


. 3. Letter from J. Edgar Hoover to the Honorable Robert 
Cutier dated May 8, 1958. 

se 4, Memorandum from the Director FBI to the Attorney 
General dated May 8, 1958 and captioned Communist 
Party, USA, Internal Security - C. 


5. Letter from J. Edgar Hoover to the Honorable Dean 


Rusk dated January 10, 1961. : 
Le 6. Letter from J. Edgar Hoover to the Honorable 

Robert F. Kennedy dated January 10, 1961. 
pee This letter has attached to it a five page 
ACHE PS enclosure entitied Communist Party, USA, dated 


January 10, 1961. 
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<'' #ichael E. Shaheen, Jr. 
November 4, 1975 Page 2 


- 


7. Memorandum from the Director, FBI to the Attorney 
(ojpnesre2 fen General dated September 2, 1965 and captioned 
Penetration and Disruption of Klan Organizations, 
Racial Matters. 


8. Letter from J. Edgar Hoover to the Honorable 
ye Baron vee? COIN TEL PIE O Marvin Watson dated September 2, 1965. 


9. Memorandum from the Attorney General Nicholas 
de B. Katzenbach for J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
C op IE Federal Bureau of Investigation, dated September 3, 
omit ee Pee | Kip 1965 captioned your Memorandum of September 2, 
regarding penetration arid disruption of Klan 
organizations. 


10. Memorandum from the Director FBI to the Attorney 
General dated December 19, 1967 and captioned Ku 
ihe Klux Klan Investigations, FBI accomplishments. 
This memorandum has attached to it a ten page 
enclosure entitled Ku Klux Klan Investigations 
FBI accomplishments, dated December 19, 1967. 


Li. Memorandum from the Director, FBI, tothe Attorney 
vie General dated September 17, 1969 and captioned 
investigation of Klan Organizations, Racial 
Matters (Klan). 


Sincerely, 
Se CT ah a 
. : ( John T, ELLE 
Director 


Domestic Intelligenct Task Force 
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‘iv, | U3 ‘addition wey following er the plans and. active ties } 
ef the Commnist Party-UaA, we have’ since LOS6 carried ona 
sensitive program for the purpose of ,cisrupting, exposing 


; discrediting avd otherwise ones the. Communist Party- 
” USA and oe organizations 4 Se 
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. Bhen ° . arrived a/ite, : to conduct 


&: Secret. two~teek Berty school’ for local South, : we arranged 
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“for him to be gree ed by a. tepresentative of a local television | 
| Station along with his ee | “Obvicusly shocked ,/ 


! 
XN ” 
replied, “I pave nothing to say!" When the television man | 


' persisted an osked ft} he was the Party's’ 


a ® 
retorted in a fit of temper, "Go t to. 
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L6y, which was: ‘completely organized as a cduntersiert tees 
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£ counterintellirence Program _ | 
TA highly Specialized and aggressive program of counter- 
4ntelligénce was initiated in 1956 for the purpose. of exposing, 
disrupting, discrediting, and” otherwise neutralizing the Communis 
Party-USA, and related organizations. Accumulated successes 
‘achieved in our efforts diregted against the éommmists a 
this program, coupled with incréasad ; ‘activity by the purveyors 


6f racial hate, warranted the expansion of the program in “the 


Fall of 1964 To include Yan- and hate-type organizations and 


‘heir memberships. Counterintelligence action today is a valu-. 


ased complement our investigations. All information related: to 


“sus targeted organizations; their leadership and members, which 


28 developed from a variety of sources, “is. carefully reviewed | 


for its potential, for“use tinder this program. | 


‘Examples of recent ‘disrupting ana entrata eine ne results 
NATIONAL SEC URITY INFORMA N 


achieved: by vhis pr ogram are ‘the follow “-euthorized Disclosure 
oo to Criminal Sanctions- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
f 
f 


‘able adjunct to investigative responsibilities: and, the techniques 


ated te el 


‘The principal vehicle ix. which the Communist Party-USA | 


28 endeavoring. to influence and recruit youth is the W. E. B. 

DuBois Clubs of Ame#ica, which was spawned by the Party in 

-San Francisco, California, in June, 1964. The DuBois Clubs 

projects itself. as a "broad-based Socialist organization, "-wnile 

Zs dedicated communis st leadership deviously operates behind the 

Scenes in an effort to manipulate and a GNe POLL cicaL 
Xi) , 


‘Climate. ne, Natl iis campuscs. 














. a i. “oF ee -@°. | . 
pane _ tieiaising public inforaation, we have prepared the — 
‘tere and eye-catching format of a four-page Leaflet entitied 

| "Target.’. .Ameri dan Youth!" which’ thoroughly documents the 
‘communist origin, objectives,” and control of this. youth orgen- 
zation. ee leaflet has ‘been Sponsored by "the 2. . : } 
sand is in the process of being disseminated Siti 


~ UG the ‘Mokton ¢ with emphasis placed on its circulation in 


"EXHIBIT NO. oJ = Leaflet: eee Gass 
-. Amer can Youth! ‘ 


: 
.~ 


| 
! 
; 
ereas where the commnists have made inroads among students. | 


.Fhrouch a variety, of techni mies, we have been able. 


FO alert the omners of private meeting Locatiotis to the Use - tf 


Pro Bre 
Sanaa 


OL their premises by the Comiunist Party and its fronts. The 


communists rarely use their organizational titles in renting 


‘private halls, auditoriums : piense grounds; and the like, for -f 


their rallies, propaganda, and fund-raising functions witch 


| they endeavor" to project as civic or social in nature. Often 


| alert the management of such locations, ‘and the communists rxusz 
| < 


en anonymous, letter. or directed publicity is sufficient to | 
“Recessarily expend time ‘and expense in efforts vo find a new | 





Site for their meetings. | a 


Although still in its eeuatiles stages, our progron 


co .« 


v 
« . 
< 
| 
ei. 
zt 

7 
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‘directed against hate organizations is beginning to achieve 


similar Success. For example: | 
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aw Sortrralgwsosse Beng them to gain membership in the Klan. 





“United Kions of America, Inc. “Knights of the Ku Klue lan, ne " 


been receiving a", "pension from the Government on a 


7 . : ° j 


‘while actually being engaged in. full-time 


’ ° 
fogs 


‘employment. This information Wes furnished to the. _ : i 


* 


fi - ike which, following investigation, reduced the 
"payment to. 60%. - This will serve to restrict his Ks: 


A 


: activities which in effect were being subsidized. ‘We also 
_ Blerted the internal RéVenue Service to the fact that Kis ope ae 
“dia not Tile Federal income tax, returns for the years 1959- “A 
| We were successful in exposing and thiarting a 
-Slctekback" scheme being utilized by the United Klens of America 
an : 3. ee ‘to help, finance its activities. One member 


OL ‘hs Kian was selling insurdnce to other. Klan members 2) 


&iso el ali . generous’ portion of che: premium funds in the 


4 Klan treasury >" As a result or counterintelligence action’ taken. 


. the insurance compariy cancelléd all of the policies held by 
ftlan members , thereby cutting off a sizeable ‘smount of revenue 
for. the Klan. | , ee . : 
mother recent coumterintelligence technique has al- | 
“+ Beady enabled us increase our confidential informant coveraz! 
within the Kon. We Were ‘able to successfully duplicate a bus i- 


mess card used: by the Klan. in contactin:: ‘prospective Members . 


have made copics of the card available to individuals Within ow 
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in August of 1956, this Bureau intéiated ¢ 

signed to promote Cisrustion wtthin the ranke 

ae eee Party (OP), USae Fn trite Ccnncct1on. 

9¢ since ccoitalized on Hany Sitwations tic nave 
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i956, end the revelation of istdesvrcad entiz 
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brincivally to those who had Serious doubts regarding the 
comoctcice of Party leaders and their abiiz zty to carry 
our che stated ains of the organization an concern 20 
unom defection was considered @ Gistinct pesstbil? SYe 


/Khen suitable anéiicommunist material was unavatlable jor 
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in addition, we resorted 2 anonuzous mai ilings to actine- r 
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7° In -hugust of 1956, this Bureau initiated a . 2 
designed to promote adisruntion within whe ranks of oo 2 
Gomnunist Party (CP), UShe In this connection. we have 
RS since cgpitalized on many situations that have develoned 
; within that organization, For example, following the 
« denunciation of Stalin by Knrushchev in February; 1956, and 
; the Fevelation of widespread anti-Semitism throughout the 
“Soviet Union, the domestic communist organization wag enlit 





tnto divergent vieus unich extended from the ranikeandefile 
* membership to the top leadership. “Recogntzing the potential 
: offered by this situgtion, we attemoted to perpetuate this - 
een 1 to 7 - would tend to prevent the GP from 
action in furthe spiravori 
: geitetsiges pn renee Oe Sir, Commpiratorial 
Soe . 7 4 wee. o" —,  =o2 hee om ae gee aie 
. . * " é . 
. — peice ae eee have been util ized to accomplisn 
° San examglé, we have. briesed carefully 
selected informants in the largest CP districts to engage 
‘t controversial discussions around such issues as Soviet : 
| intervention in the fiungartan revolution and the cult oF 
| | Stalin, as well as to be erittea] oy certain leadership 
; factions, both locally and nationally. Acrimonious debates - 
: ensued, suspicions were aroused, and jealousies fomenteds : 
in addttton, we resorted to anonymous mailings to active CP 
_ members, otherwise inaccessible, who might be affected by — 
anticomnunist material. These matl ings were directed » a 
Principally to those who had serious doubts regarding tiie. 
competence of Party leaders and their abizity to carrusout. 
: ~ the Stated aims of the organization and concerning whom 
defection was considered avdistinct Possibility. when 
suitable anticcmmunist material was unavailable for thes 
purpose, we condugted research and prepared docunents to vx 
meet our immediate. reauirenentss > INFORMATIO® 
‘ egcuRits ‘ i 
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In recent months we have recetved tndicattone of — 
tangible accomplishments achieved by this program in the 
. nature of disillusionment and defection anong Party menbers 
and increased factionalism at all levels of.the organization. 
| {he progran itself has created consternation within tne CP. 
' Party leaders are unable to determine whether these operations 
aré Government insptred or represent activities OF Greeteene: 
| : elements -inside or outside ‘the Partye ee ie sf 
ge : Aaa matter of information, there is enclosed 07:e 
copy each of two pamphlets prepared by this Bureau and . 
utilized under this program in connection with rheagea ean 
mailings. These documents have been particularly efye LLVE.s 
TP illustrate the degree of concern of tne Party leadership, 
3 the most recent development, is TO SEUOTEAYe * = 
ed 
ss 7 4+3 ASA Crt Fede & i ae Beet Ex eiStQ, As Vy 2 ~ Coveg 
| : = 4 LJ eI TI FX PALO. C4} brs S Stguebrats  Covenage ox ‘ on 
i ay sot Pe AL 0 Raden a ® 1 O77 & ay: eo = - aS s* * 
te) ea Tab Saas ot oe Lote oe gee ee 2 42" ; 33. 
: The above data ts also being made. : ees ciel to. oe 
i the Honorable Robert Cutler at the Whi te. House Ter he 2° 
L peerage ton Of the EreSIGEn Ts . 7 
| . : Bence Geet io eee es vee a é : " ont 
$ . : = a a o ~ ines cs : - . .. bar 
| Enclosures (2) me Saas ei ee. ee ae ne 
i ‘ z ~ ” a . . ‘ ; 
: ° ’ « 3 ec e . 5 
| 7 : 
| "3 ts a | 
‘ . . 
: : . 
7 ,; ¢ 
! ‘. wo 
: 
- 
To 
| ae 
_— a ace 





ii 55098 DoclId:32989552 Page 33 


- 
“= = ~ 


rz 
w= 
2 See ee 


crmauer 


Rp a ge 


FO a a EE rine wr rrarem vee 
. 
« 
’ 


i 
oe 


e 





8 « 
; a “ TOPNSECKE . . [a 
2 - 6 oe . t | : “ : 
° j ” 
: a aa : 
4 : a * : os : 
: * * a : ° oe : 
mee ze oe * baat 6 
° Po a ge .f. ety o. ae = es 
° a er 
January 1¢, L961 
oe oe ape ete ees =, 
_ igs See “4 
: $ ‘Cie & 
S ‘- a “s * =. <j 
- Honorable Doan husk 
Vepartiicut of state 
lias: 203 VOu1, Vo we 
hiy dear #i*, Rusk: : ‘ 
Encelosca Son ot SeiossaLics is See. 
_honorend| ta sevtin« Yorth whe over-all activities of the ‘ 
a eg =" 4s PSTD AL ceca Stee 4-34 fant Sf Thea ; 
: wee bities oo BV OHA LS 5 re ss wee eg wee Ne we we wets «sw = = ai ses 
Internal security of the United Stutes. This meno- 
rand ‘cleardy reveals tue Crt LSA as. pert of the inter~ 
NETLENAL COLumurist oe) and the Party's complete Boe eh 
domination vy and suuscervicnce to the Comaunist Party: 2 
of the Sovict inion. : : : 
ce ree ‘ it 
7. our FEOSHONSIVLIITICS In the internal security a 
° field and* our cowrcerettaci ay alast the 2 are also 7 
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we) Room SLhis - wei , * 
~ Departuent of Justice Puilding NDR Ib 
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Dear Bobs” Qn. ae 
_ My : 

" Encloscd for your infermation 15 a ; 
summary memorhndun setting forth tic over-all : 
activities of tc Communist Party, UO. (cPUss) ars : 

né its threat to the internal scectirity ox the . 
United States. “‘his’ menera y1 clearly reveals 2 
the CEUSA as part of the international coirwiust 

* conspiracy and the Party's complete domination by a 
and sugservience to the Comumist varty of the 

* Sovict Union, 
= ur responsibilitics!in the internal 
sccurity ficld ana our countcrattacs avainst the _ 
CPlik are also Sct OUT LM ens BEMOT Grud. pec “gree 
of. tie nature of some ef the weturLal containcu in - it 

s the enclosure, it is resuestea tant its coentcnts 
- be afforded careful security and its use restrictcd u 
: to a necd~to-Lnow basis. 

.F) . e - {- 

" A copy of tis letter and a copy of its ot 
attechment are being furnished to the Nonorable Byron R. 
Wiite. The informeatian in tie attachment is also i 
beinz furnisica to the Ygnorabie Vean KUSiic if 

Zs ge eae Sincerely, | 
- fer wage Je waputa& 5 
- of Director FO! 
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The Cosmunist Party, USA (CPUSA 4) presents a oreater 
menace to the internal security of our Nation today than it 
ever has since it was first founded in this country im 1919. 
The dangerousness of the CPUSA cannot be evaluated excent in 
the light of its relationship to the international comiunist 
conspiracy and .its oo to the Soviet Union. fn this regard ; 

. At ig well to note that the rate of progress achieved by the 


international communist offensive ig unparalleled in histery, 
In tho past 43 years, it has advanced steadily and surely, 
never varying its eventual acai of deni nating. the world, 


until today its empire ‘ex ‘tends from East Goraany to China. 
This expire is so vast and Sprewling that when night settles 
: «On its western frontier, dawn already is breaking on its 

* eastern frontier. This internation:1 communist conspiracy 

6 controls one -fourth “of the Land area and 


< “s ~~” “~~ 
fee ce Ne A a3 2 113 ete: pe ‘oxinately eons 


third of the inhabitants of the earth 
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se The CPUSA is.a vital Linke im, thie world-wide con- 
spiracy. It utilises elaborate Security measures te cenceal 
its operations while vigorously promoting front groupe as.well 
as other concealed outiets in furtherance of ‘its clandestine 
ursults, -It is copnictely dominated by &nd is Suoservient 
© the Cognunist Party (CP) of the Soviet Union, 
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fi C#/ heaotlro_.. > oe a . 
who attcnded the Moscow Conference of Communist and Workers* | 
Partics, made a:renort on this Conference to a meating- of the| 
CPUSA National Executive Couiittee in New York City on - 
December 18, 1960. She said that "fha CPUSA has a prestige 
which is almost incredible in the socialist countries," At 
this mecting sho said the CP af the Soviet Union is the mes¢ f 
Wonderful party in the world and that, "I came away with tha.-6 
feeling we are a family. We belong. to a great femily.’@ were 
told those members assembled that. the comments of the CPUSA 
ae considered of great inportande ancng GLEEr comiunist 


* 
partics of the ee] ae > 
In dight of“the above, it can be readily seen that 


















the seriousness of the domestic threat from a Soviet-dewirated 
CP in the United States is in direct ratio to the world threat 
posed by igs masters in the Soviet Union; . a — 


3 .. _aThe CPUSA at its 17th National Convention held behing - 
aoe — in Nev ooo eee December, 1959, outlined a 

iS program ainsd atin vrrating_every_arc > Aneri 
life. In this_respect, 4 <7 kenge a mae mene 4 


# declared, "We want to particinat@ in, organize 


ow te 
. 


a 


and icad the broadcst of united front movements-eon every LeVvoLe 
in 1,000 ways, in 10,000 places, on 100,000 isgueg--if nessibie 
with 180 ,000 ,000 people.” Included in the princinal targets for 
infiltration are youth, minority groups, Negro organizations, 
labor unions, mass organizations, education and Amorican politics 
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FBI RESPONSIBILITIES ~ « - % 
' Oursresponsibilities in the internal security field 
are twofold: (1) to colicct intelliqence information and 
| disseninate it to appropriate Government agencies and (2) to 
. obtain leqaliy admissible avidence for prosecution under 
existing Federal statutes, . 


OE A A I EC SE EE OR A LR ALLL 
. 
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By Presidential Directive dated September 6, 1939, 
the FBI was designated as the civilian intelliqence agency 
primarily responsible for protecting the Nation*s internal 
-_ scourity. Since that date, it has been the FRI*s duty to 
~" + adnvestigate subversion within the United States and to a ee 

correlate all information relating to America‘*s internal 
security and dissenihato these data to interested Federal ¢ 
. agencies. Federal lews within the FBI*’s jurisdiction aimed 
prinarily at the CPUSA are the Smith Act of 1940, the Internal 
Security Act cf 1950 and the Communist Control Act of 1954. 


x” . 
FBY COUNTGRATTACK - ‘ ee e. 
See ‘“ - 


2 The FBI°s counterattack against the CPUSA is many — 

° pronged. Sone of our more effective prograzs ares penetration 

. ° Of£ the Party at all levels .with security informants; use of 
Various techniques to keep the Party off balance and disiiiusion 
individual comiunists concerning communist ideology: investication 
of every known member of the CFUSA in order to determine whether 
he.should be detained in the event.of a national emergency: and 
gathering evidence to be used in prosecutions of communists and 
communist organizations, Te 
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Through ‘our security informant program,.we have eae 


@.; ‘ 


trated tiHé CPUSA to such an extent that we are sometimes in a 
position to know what the Party is going to 
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\leaders become_aware of its plans. ) | 
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As ait a et to our eogetar. cvcntieaiin “operations, 
we carry ,0n' a. carefully pianned program of counterattack against 
the CPUSA which keeps it off balance, Our primary purpose in | 
this presram is to bring about disillusiomient on the part of 
individual members which is‘carried.on fron both inside and out 
Side the Party organization.@ in One ‘phase of the proqran we use 
more tian 50 of our informants whe occupy strategic positions 
inside the Party and who are able to raise controvers jal issues 
increase ennities, engage in justifiable criticisms of Party 
leaders and Party programs, thereby keeping factionalism alive 
and preventing, the Pa Ly, Leadership, froa.obtaining monolith oe. 
unity. jin “Certain instances wo have been successful in preventin 
Conmtimests fron Seizing control of legitimate mags organizations 
and have discredited others who were secretiy optrating inside 
such organizations. for oxannle, during 1959 we wers able to © 
— : prevent the CPUS A from seizing control of the 20,000-menber 
: branch of the hational Association for the Advancenent oz Colored 

#eopee in Chicago, Lilinois,. : 
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oe We are keeping abreast of the activity of the CPUSA, 
-,. Which is attempting through its prosrans to infiltrate American 
institutions’ and oroups and to increase its influence on th 
~ American scene, by intensive investication into every facct of 
its activity.: Over the years we have investisated thousands of 
individual members of the CPUSA in order to determine whether 
they might constitute a potential danger To the internal security 
of the country in time of a national criercency. The results of 
these investications are furnished various departments and 
agencies of the Executive Branch of the Governient when inter 
mation is develoned during the course of the investicqations of 
interest to then. The dissemination of this information enabics 
these departnents and agencies of tne Government to take what- 
ever action is, necessary fron a policy standpoint as it relatcs’ 
. to the security of their operations, | 





Pros acution fae been a major weapon against ‘the CPUS A 
The Department of Justice first instituted presecution a 
lgaders of the CPUSA itn New York City in 1948. Since that time 
prosccutjon has been institutéd against murerous individual com 
munist, functionaries, acainst the CPUSA as an ordaanization, 

against cormunist front eee and aqdainst Labor unions 
controlled and dominated by communist elements. The primary 
evidence in ali of these. spisanuthins wag furnished by our 
Security inform ants. Ne have made available anproxinately 100 
security informants for testinony in tnese cases, 

The Supreme Court of the United States is presently | 
considering ccnmunist cases under the Internal Security Act of 
2950 and the ‘Sith Act of 1940. As was expected, CPUSA funce 
tionarics*have indicated the Party will go und feroround if a 
decision,is rendered against then by the Supreme Court. Shouid 
this occtr, we will, of course, through our informants, tha 
to go under ground with them and thus keep euweace of thei 
activitics and whereabouts. : 
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— Aas you Bnow, this’ Bureau has solved & tunaccr of Eanseg 
_"“& favolvyins racial viotence in the Ssuta, In thie regard, pubiie 
attention particulariy was focused On tne FSI°Ss rele in the 
~ Solution of the irutal surders of urs, Viola Liuzzo, Lieutenart 
Colonel Lemuel A, PEnR, Sud the toree civil PLEATS Forkers ig 
BisSissipni. However, we have achieved @ muavcer of othe tangible 
accospiisisents, most of which ere rot Budlicly Known, ane x 
Chouget you might be interested in them. => = 
/ SS eee 
: At the present time, for example, nearty [itvo fpousand| 
6f our informants and sources ara boing operated tod 
BWpeto-dazte intellicerce data concerning racial watters whick 
. be disseminate on a continuing vasis. Of these. (274 )haie beem 
_@evelaoped in just the past yeareewan average of sore stoan (two 
eseh Gay) ior Svery Gay 4e the past twelve months, os 


Particularly significant has been the hich-levelk 
penctration we have achieved of Klan Organizations, At the “ 
PrenenL time, there are 314 Klan STouns im existence, We have 

penetrated every one of then throuch informants and currently 
a iC Operating informants in top-level positions ef leadershin in 
SeGven of ther. : 


. 
‘ 

* ' 

war aqe seen EES ree to, 


FES he 


hae oN 


Se ns Fs es 1 renter ah seer Bis é rng an in See 


« Se ee 


Phrouch such coverage, much valuable informatisn 
Felating to a Variety of cases of vislence and Disnned violencs 
48 tke civil rights field has veen ovtainced, Just recently, > 
Zor exasple, an informant secured and {furrished to us the 
weapon used if a civil richts SGSOtines ancadent a4n Horth Caroling. 
Azother tnoformant provided tne information which led to the . 
recovery of 2 laxrre volume of hand Grenades, amnaunition, d-nazite, 
and otuer explesives which had ween Stolen from fort Uclleilan is 
Alabama. Still arstner Strategicaily nlaced znfornmant enavied 
“SS to identify the klanseen respoasinice tor’the VOMLLNE of toe 
Butomeviios and a Negre mortuary ia New mirn..Norti Carolina. .— - 


y 
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fhe Atterney Generai a 


The solution to the series 62 bombings and burnings of some 39 
to 25 fomes in the iicComs, Hississippi, ares last verr sinileriy 
gas based on infermaticn suppiied by one’ of our informsnts. 


Ecualiy important, and something of which the publie is 
totaliy unaware, is the extent to which we have been able to 
forestall violence in certain racially explosive areas, In sa¢ 

southern state, for exanpie, the governor, on one occasion, 
expressed his freat concern and tear of an outoreek of raciaa 
Wiolence because of the tense situa ~F fers BLOF 1044 snags’ 


Bee b24er74 ue “my Ox (eben aan 







rg 2 result. aa “nave > been 
@uccessfu i to “date “in Hdteéine Klan vyiosolencs in the entirs state 
to an absolute minimum, 


We aise are seizing every opportunity to disrupt 
the activities of Kian arganigations. Trpical is the eanner in 
which we expesed and thwarted a “kick back" scbeme a Kian group 
was ceing in ene sonthern state to kein finance its acrivities, 
One Momper of the group was selling insurance to other Kian 
members and would deposit &@ generous portion of the premium 
fefunds in the Kian treasury. AS a resuit of action we took, ~ 
the insurance company learned ef the scheme and cancelled ail 
the policies Keld oy Kian memuers, thereby cutting off a sinable 
source oi revenues Which had been used to finance Kian activities. 


Z have furnished these examples to illustrate te 
you the approach this Bureau is taking to meet tre challenre 
@X racini lawlessness in certgin areas today, 


The above information has #zlso been furnished to 
Honorable Marvin Watson, Special Assistant to the President. 
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| Honorable Marvin Watson Oo ge ae ee 
' ‘Special Assistant to the President Doce aa 

The White House 

Washington, De. Co 





Bear Lr’, Watsons; 


: As you know, this paren has solved a number of cases 
invoiving racial violence in the South. In this regard, public 
attention particularly was focused on the FBI*ts role in.the 
solution of the brutal murders of Mrs. Viola Liuzzo, Lieutenant 

Colonel Lemuel A. Penn, and tho three civil rights workers in 
Mississippi, However, we have achieved a number of- other tangible 
accomplishments, most of which are not publicly known, and f 

thought the President might be interested in them, 



















| At the present time, fox example, nearly (two thousand) 
OL OUF Aniormants and, scurcos ars being operated to obtain 
Up-to-date intelligence data concerning racial matters which we 
disseminate on a continuing basis, Of these,(7Z4)have heen 
developed in just the past yeare=an average of more than{ two gach 
day} for every day in the past twelve months 7 aie 

Particularly significant has been the high-level 

penetration we have achieved of Klan organizations. At the 
present ‘time, there are 14 Klan groups in existence, We have 
penetratea every one of them through informants and currently 
are operating informants in top=Level positions of renner in 
seven of them. 


. Through such covernge, much valuable information 
relating to a variety of cases of violence and planned violence 
in’ the civil rights field has:been obtained, Just recently, 
for example, an informant secured and furnished to us the 
weapon used in a civil rights shooting incident in North Carolina. 
Another informant provided the information’ ‘which led to the 
pe of a large volume of hand grennados, .ammunition, dynamite, 
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-» Honorable Marvin Watson 


-and other exnlosives which had been stolen from Fort. McClellan in 
Alobamn, Still anothor strategically placed informant conablicd 

us to idontifzy the klansmen responsible for ths bombing of two 

automobiles and a Negro mortuary at New Bern, North. Carolina, 

‘The solution to the series of bombings and burnings of sone 20 

to 25 homes’ in the liicComb, Mississippi, area last year similarly 

-was based on information supplied by one of our informants, 
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Equaily important, and something of which the public is 
totally unavare, is the extcnt-to which we have been able ta: 
forestall violence in certain racially explosive areas. In ons 
Southern state, for example, the governor, on one eccasion, 
@xpressed his great concern and fear of an outbreak of racin 
violence because, of the | tense ge Ben ried 49 


wae 
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Re : he a Sesalt; we” “We have been - 
successful to ante in holding & ‘Blan violence in the entire state 
tO an absolute minimum, 
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We also are seizing every opportunity to disrupt 

he activities of Klan organizations, Typical is the manner in 
Which we exposed and thwarted a "kick back" scheme a Kian group 
/was using in one southern state to help finance its activities, 
| One member of the group was selling insurance to other Klan 
members and would deposit a generous portion of the premium ; 
yefunds in the Klan treasury, As a result of action we *téok, ! 
the insurance company learned of the scheme and cancelled all . 
the policies -held by the Klan members, thereby cutting of7 a 

Bizable source of revenues which had been used to finance Klan 
activities. 
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Z have furnished these examples to illustrate to the 
President the approach this Bureau is taking to meet the challenge 
cf racial lawlessness in certain areas today and want him to know 
6f our determination to press forward in this vein even more 
vigorously in the future in line with his determination to 
establish a peaceful and prosperous Society in this Nation. 


Sincerely yours, 


+ ee wai : .. Seu anaes Pee SIA PUR & 
6p Dy RecTOW, FH) 
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(Oi fice uf the Atturney General - ! 
Vashiugtou, D.C. 


Septeniber 3, 1965 


a 
ay 


Mr, J. Ikdgax Hoover, Director 
Fedexal Bureau of Investigation 


MIEMORAI NDUM eA 


Re: Your memoranduni of September 2, 
: reparding penetration and disruptior 
of Klan Organizations m 


" Lhave bcen aware in a general way of the 
accomplishments of the Bureau in the area of Klan 
PenGryratine, Bet) Seer eo as Novia cae serie Os 


| 
|} detailed information on this subject, and I hope you 
jovi] continue to keep me up to date on it 


May I take this opportunity lo congratulate 
you on. the development of your informant system in the 

‘Klan organizations and on the results you have obtained 

i through it. It is unfortunate that the value of these 

‘activitics would in most cases be lost if ioo extensive 

, publicity were given to them; however, perhaps at some 
| point it may be possible to place these achicvements on 
the public record, so that the Bureau can receive its 


rdue credit. 
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The Attorney General. . December 19, 1967 
nner Fer : see nsnonecrmey ee € Ss 
a ‘gO o ae 
% "KU KLUX KLAN INVESTIGATIONS —* “DR Mo. > ALM | 


FBI ACCOMPLISHMENTS ee onpeie S ae 
\ ; 7 — ‘ oo ‘ ; 


“ - o 


Pursuant to your conversation with Mr. C. D. 
DeLoach of this Bureay concerning FBI coverage and « 
penetration of the Ku Klux Klan, we have prepared the 
attached memorandum. Als6 attached are copies of my 
statements and publications regarding the Ku Klux Kian 
in the United States ands the FBI's role in investigating 

toh Klan matters. - : 


o 


« 


While some of the isiieteniies contained in the, 
attached memorandum is already a matter of pilblic recerd, 
there are matters dealing with extremely sensitive oper- 
ations of this Bureau and it is suggested. that this be 
handled on a stziet need-to-know basis... 
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Ra oeaue gee ’ a . 
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; F . a 
1 - The Deputy Attorney General (Enclosures 7) _ 
> ¢ ~ 7 


Attached copies of statements a 
—_ nd sid icine 
oe the Ku Klux Klan in the United Siaeas and the-FBT' s 
role in ———s Klan ~ BECHER § consist of:: 
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The Attorney General “ | be : 
2, Hes, | . a | 
' NOTE CONTINUED: he Oe A eee Owe Fe .. 
; oF ora. og gee i 
(1) “The Resurgent Klan," by J, Edgar Hoover-- 
: Reprint from July, 1966, American Bar Association Journal. 
a (2) “The FBI's Secret’ War,'t Remarks of 
Senator Karl Mundt.before U. S. Senate, Jamiary 14, 1966-~ 
eprint from 1/14/66 "Congressional Record.!! . 2 


(3) Page 28 of 1967 BI ‘Annual Report--Deals with | 
Klan investigations. | : 


cf . . 
~ (4) Portion df Ditector's Senciaal a icsiinial 
2/16/67, dealing with Klan-type investigations,” 
ae (5) Remarks of Hon. George W. orifice of Tennessee 
| dealing with investigation o£ Klan--taken from: “Congressional 


Record eet ah eget 2, ae ahs 


nt 9s i, ¥ te Tees ms 


7 


(6). ‘ence of Hon. ‘seen ‘We Grider ‘o£ Tennessee | 
dealing with investigations es Klan--taken from "Congressional 


Record, " 5/4/65, 7 We soak Seca, i, eee ee 
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December 19, 1967 
KU KLUX KLAN INVESTIGATIONS 


oe FBI ACCOMPLISHMENTS 


| | ». + MbR Ie. 


, DECLASSIFIED B 
” (BACKGROUND on__{O TS 


maki. the problem of the Ku Kiux Klan in 


the United States has exiSted since the days of Reconstruction 


following the Civil War. The Invisible Empire is well know 


for its terrorist, nightriding activities and has been respon- 


sible since its inception for numerous racial atrocities 


throughout the country. The Klan reached its peak during the 
3920s when it claimed millions of members and it became almost 


defunct during World War IT.. In 1954, with the historic 
Supreme Court decision regarding desegregation of public 
schools, it became revitalized. In 1964, with the passage of 
civil rights legislation by the Congress, the Klan recruited 
thousands of persons who feared the-rise of.the Negro and | 
the threat to the “Southern way of life." | 


. ° e é 
- = a e “ « 


The Klan has usually been located in the South al- 


though there have been attempts to organize it in the North;- 


: 


Midwest, and far West. The Klan attracts individuals in the 
rural areas who are poorly educated with:limited incomes. 
The Klan exploits the fears, hatred, and ignorance of people 
who feel they are threatened by the Negro, the Jew, the 
Catholic, and the immigrant. 


PRESENT STATUS —~ 
Presently there are 14 Klan organizations under 
investigation with a membership of approximately 14,000. The 


‘largest of these. grouips, the United Klans of America, Inc., 


5098 DocId: 32989552 Page sflowngradt 


Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, with Headquarters iin pee oea 
Alabama, has an estimated membership of about 10,000. 
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SERRIST . 
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; aa = ° . * 7 * ov a 
- Ku Klux Klan investigations es xs 
7 « a . . * _—" 
’ t. . av 
; Since 1964 Klan membership has declined in 


Mississippi, Alabama, and Louisiana and increased in North 
and” South Carolina and Virginia. The North Carolina Klan 
has the largest mambership of any state in-the Union under 
the leadership of a : ° ‘ . 


: The most secretive and vicious Klan organization 
in recent years has been*the White Knights of the Ku Klux 
Kian of Mississippi under { the leadership of 

‘of Laurel, Mississippi, who was recently con- 


nee in connection weeh the murder of. 





ey 
FRE RESPONSIBILITY 
3s an 
ee = . . =: . aes a 
This ‘Bureau has a three-fold purpose in investigating 
the Ku Kiux Klan and individuals essociated vith Kian Organi- 


committed by the Klén with the view toward prosecution in 
Federal court. Second, we conduct mitelligence investigations 
with the view toward infiltrating the Ku Klux ‘KLlan-with infor- 
mants, neutralizing it as a terror ist organization, and deterring 
violence. Third, -we provide the Department with the results 
of our investigations for possible designation of Klan organi- 
gations under Executive Order pes 
MAJOR CASES 

4% * 
Murder of Three Civil Riehts Workers 
Sore Tanta gettin rae ee TERS dae rerarsgraree nee eats gene cL ngrmeveniimsttahpeae mae 


¢ 


8 vi 

| zations. First, we investigate violations of Federal law 
| 

| 

| 

| 





. In June, 1964, three civil rights workers were 
murdered in Neshoba County, Mississippi, setting off an inten- 
Sive FBI investigation, In October, 1967, 7 of 18 defendani:s: 
were ‘convicted in Federal court in He Seidian ay PILSSELSSIPOL,. for 
violation of the victiins! civil rights, An 8th defendant 
pleaded puiity and a mistrial was declared as to three other 
defendants. Our investigations revealed that there was a brord 
Ka Klux Kian plot hehind the abduction and murder of the victimes 





ct 
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Klan informants were used as witnesses in this trial and 


‘they unfolded a story of Klan vi One ee and terrorism rare-y 
presented in any court. : - 


Murder of’ Vernon Dahmer 


* & ” 
.# 


In January, 1966, Vernon F, Dahmer, a leader of 
the National Association .for the Advancement of Colored, 
People in Hattiesburg; Mississippi,.died as a result of 
. wounds received when his home was burned and shot into by 
the Ku Klux Klan, Twelve klansmen have been indicted by 
the Federal Grand Jury and the case is presently pending in 


United States District Court at oe FBI informants 


~Si iit > 


Gages ese icn that and the members of the 
- White Knights of the Bu Klux Klan of Mississippi were 


. responsible for Dahmer's death, 


= 


Murder’ of Lemuel Penn .” eae . 
Se ; es 


eet 
4 


in July, 1964, Lemuel Penn, an Army Reserve 

Lieutenant Colonel and Negro educator from Washington, D. C 
was killed by shotgun blasts near Colbert, Georgia. An exhaus- 
tive investigation by this Bureau resulted in the arrest of 
four members of the Ku Klux Klan. Informants also played a 

- major role in this case. In October, 1964, a Federal Grand 
Jury returned an indictment charging six men, including the 
four arrested for Penn's murder, with conspiracy to injure, 
oppress, and threaten to intimidate Negro citizens in the free 


exercise of their Constitutional rights, Two of the defendants 
were convicted and: four were eed eeears 


Murder of Viola Liuzzo 


* 


‘In March, (1965, Mrs. Viola Liuzzo was killed by gun 
«blasts near Selma, Alabama, and three members of the Ku R1Gx 


| - s 

; Tae “ot 
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Ku Klux Klan Investigations a7 


Klan were arrested and charged with her slaying. Gary Thomas 
Rowe, who subsequently testified against these defendants, 
was present at the time Mrs, Liuzzo was murdered, This case 
dramatically emphasized our penetration of ‘the Klan when it 
was publically disclosed that Rowe was an FBI informant, ‘The 
three defendants were indicted by a Federal Grand aad and 
convicted in Federal court for conspiracy. 


* 


| McComb , Mississippi : Bombings 


nome at ee ee 


From June ce September, 1964, a series of 
bombings: occurred in McComb, Mississippi. After intensive 
FBI investigation; nine niember s of the Ku Klux Klan were 
arrested and charged with bombing homes and churches at McComb. 
THhese nine klansmen entered pleas of guilty and nolo contendere 
in local court,’ FBI.informants were instrumehtal in uncovering 
. the plot and identifying suspects. 


® + 


New Bern, North Carolina, Bombings 


In early 1965, a strategically placed informant 
enabled us to identify klansmen responsible’ for-the bombing 
of two automobiles and a Negro mortuary‘in New Bern, 

North Carolina, This information was turned over to local 
authorities. Three defendants were convicted in State court. 


Bogalusa Injunction 


In Bogalusa, Louisiana, during the height of the 
racial disorder in that community in 1965, FBI investigation 
led.to the obtaining of an injunction against the Anti- 
communist Christian Association also known as Original Knights 
of the ku Klux Klan, This was a major deterrent to further 
Klan violenc e in eae communi ty. 

| ‘ wr 


Klan Tevrord sn, Rowan and Cabarrus Counties, North Carolina 


@: 





In July, 1967, FBI investigations led to the arrest 
and indictment of 12 inen in Rowan County, North Carolina, 


- 3 . . } SyeRey 
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Ku Klux Klan Investigations | 2 vee 
for numerous acts of racial intimidation and violence. at a: ‘ 
INFORMANTS 


¢ . a - e 
r : ? : 


Informant coverage in Klean’ groups has been an 
important part of our program and our coverage is aimed at wee 
-both high-level and low-level penetration. For example, aa 
recently the United Klans of Ameriea held its National oe 
-KLonvocation in Tuscaloosa. Alabama, £9 elect members of the 


imperial Board. 24, a | 
) / “Tt Dereren.. Ae eel aan poedPes 








| ee Cf S aS se ie ae "4 A 
eos arena asthenia ee el ee: ae . sok 
; Perhaps one of the mosi = difficult ‘ef our agate 


: ments is. the penetration of «Klan ‘Néction squads." An action 
squad is a small group of klansmen, within a Klavern or acting 
independently whose purpose is to commit acts of terrorism . 
and violence. ‘We have penetrated_a number of these groups 
m ot a 
and. among, the ost, notorious Br Deheres GG pees 


* : 
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SPECIAL PROJECTS 
Florida Be cg Sep TN Z ; : 


' Through an intensive effort by Bureau Agents in our 
Florida offices handling intelligence information and Bureau 
informarits within the Florida Ku Klux Klan, we were able to 
effect the removal of o£ the 
United Klans of America, Realm of Florida. Through Bureau 

informants, _ misuse of Klan funds; mismanagement of 
Klan affairs; and. personal misconduct vere brought to the 

0 _attention of the Klan rank and file and was deposed as 

| a Dares > There has been. no replacement and the Florida 


1 
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Ku Klux Klan Investigations A See 
Klan has been slowly deteriorating. . We have found that by - a 


the removal of tep Klan officers and. provoking seandal within - 
the state Klan organization through our informants, the Klan 
in a particular area can be rendered ineffective. ~ : 
: | is attempting to reorganize the Florida 
Klan and we are following it — ‘ 





ia. ioe Ses : . g ~ 7 ae 
Mississ ippi’ 4 Og eee ge | ae. 8 
& $ . : pee g eeno® ‘ : “4! 
Through our informant: operations, the United Klans 
of America” , the State of Mississippi has been 
vemoved -dand discredited. Further attempts by the United 
Klans to expand in Mississippi have been ceterred. 


May 


: i a a , reo 
. . Tennessee po beg 


on 


In the early s as a Ken erots th in the State 
of Tennessee = wa Were iy to develop as. a Bureau informant. 

4 nemMae of the United Klans of- America, Realm of ys 
Tennessee. Through this .sourea we.were able to. 
control the expansion of the Klan. More importantly, Wa 
were able to discourage violence throughout the state. The 
Klan in Tennessee has not expanded to the proportions it has 
in other states and its lack of success can be. eareabuted to 
our highly placed informant. 





42% eee eer re ey 





Loutsiana 


; | 
in March of 1966, high-level informants in the - | 
Loulsiana Klan were responsible for the defeat of notoriously . 
militant incumbent Klan leaders. Subsequently, ae 
. fF 4en0e of the United Klans of America, removed 
A tena) 0FA 11 AL and to this date;”” *’"has not been replaced. | 
_ SHls action contributed to the disorganization and disruption | 
| - (of the United Klans ‘in Louisiana. YL “ | 
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Ka Klux Klan Investigations 2 a 
: ; if ; 
T1Linols | “2° = = oAs. / = - = ate 
: Attempts were made to wai the tu Klux Klan 


in the States of Tilinois and Wisconsinw Dezerey ay (BRITS . 
fo SFATE KAAS BPA CIAL 3 
in August, 1966, a- series of bombings occurred in Mm lvenkes, 
Wisconsin, Through a high-level Klan source of our Chicago 
Office we learned that 7 KsAsr osprei4ze. Was responsible =, 
€or these bombings. The Department ruled that there was 
no prosecutable Eederal violation. However, we pursued an 
inteilicsence-type investigation and furnished local authore- 
ities in Milwaukee with complete information coming from 
our Chicago Klan informants, 7s cere jpgee Was sub- 
sequently convicted and sentenced to 15 years, The resuit 
, has been that.the Klan in Tllinots arid Wisconsin has not 
a G been able to effectively organize and its expansion in the 


uacwest hes bean halted. . st 
- . _ a - Aas Me te 
\. Virginta oe. i : * “er Pat i . Ee 


‘ ~»* 
- 


am ee ee 


In the Fall of 1965 the United Khang of America bseah 
: an intensive organizational effort in the State of Virginia. 

| We immediately began an all-cut effort. to penetrate the 
Virginia Klan, contain its growth, and deter violence. Working 
elosely with local and state aithoritles ve were able to 
disseminate information on contemplated cross burnings. 

Several], arrests were made based on FBI information furnished 

to local police and in one situation, a klansmen was sentenced 
to three years in local court for burning crosses, a felony 
under Virginia law. While conducting official investigations, 
two Agents of this Bureau were assaulted by klLansmen who were 

_ later convicted on charges of Assault of a Federal Officer and 
' Obstruction of Justice in Federal Court in Richmond, Virginia. 





. 7 in Decembér, 1966, the Seeotal Avent 4 — of 
} our Richmond Office contacted, Virginia Governor Mills Godwin 
to intensify cooperation between the Virginia State Police 
| a 
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Ru Klux Klan Investigations 


s 


. 
ti 4 


*s@.-”, a -" “? 
- # «ef e 


7% . 
aT ree ee tee 
a * see . . 


and the FBI in Klan matters. -\ie provided the Governor with 
information regarding Klan activities in his state. As a. 
result, Governor Godwin pressed for more’ effective enforcement - 

of Virginia cross burning laws, and publically repudiated the 

Ku Klux Klan. Shortly after thé Governor's public. repudiation, 
the Klan attempted. to retaliate and wa learned of plans to eg 
burn crosses in the Gity of Richmond in defiance of the See 
We furnished this data-to local authorities who | : 
arrested five klansmen, thus rn os Klan enthu- 
siasm for suci projects, 


7 in May, 1966, ‘we learned of Khan sain to aaaeli 
an accident'' for a eivil rights worker working in 
the State of Virginia. Ve advised. -and local 
authorities of the plot against her life and elerted our ine 
formants to follow the plot closely. To this-.date, the Klan 
has taken no action against This ig just one of 
mary ‘examples ef our notifying authorities and intended 
victims of racial violence in order that — could take 
i a aoa protective MEaSUTES » a 
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‘LEATSON WITH LOCAL, AUTHORITIES 


When we receive intelligence information concerning 
violations of local laws such as cross burnings, bombings, 
or shootings, we notify local euthorities. For exemple, in 
April of 1966, the Louisiana Klan planned to burn crosses 
throuchout the state. We furnished this data to local author- 
ities and arrests were effected thus deterrine further acts 
This is-another 
example of incidents Which are handled ba our day-to-day cons... 


tacts with Local porices * Mae. 
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Ku KLux Han ies taditens 


= 


- We are constantly alert for information concerning 
klansmen who become members of local and state police t 
agencies and Klan attempts to infiltrate law enforcement. | 
Law enforcement agencies have always been a prime target of -  ° 
the Ku Klux Klan. In 1964, we furnished information, to 
Gevernor Paul Johnson of Mississipps concerning klansmen who 
were members of the Mississippi Highway Patrol. These men 3 

_were subsequently fired, Since that time relations have ¢ 
greatly improved,rendering more effective the fair exercise 
of local law enforcement responsibilities in Mississippi. 
it has been part of our established policy to notify 
the head of the law enfdrcement agency involved of any men- 
ber of his organization who has*been sworn into the Ku Klux 
“Klan. In addition, the Governor of is sige is notified. 





AC UISTTION OF WEAPONS. AMD DYNAMITE oF THE KU KLUX KLAN 
; a As part of our’ investigat ion Be ‘Klan groups, Wwe 
determine the éxtent to which they are acquiring and stock- na 
piling weapons, ammunition, and dynamite, During our invese- 
, tigations We always endeavor to determine -the numbers and 
| types of Weapons. and the amount of dynamite possessed by 
klansmen. In 1964, for example, 
, was arrested ky FBI Agents and Local atithoritiés 
for possession of dynamite which, according to our Klan 
sources, he intended to use for bombing purposes, 


if it is determined that filegal weapons such as 
automatic machine guns;. illegal rifles and shoteuns, are’ 
being held by klansmen, appropriate investigations under the 
National and/or Federal Firearms Act axe instituted, 5 
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INTERVIEWS OF KLANSMEN : 4 se 
One of the greatest attractions for klansmen is 
the alleged cloak of secrecy which surrounds their Klan . 
membership, We have found that: 2 program of selective inter- 
views of klansmen, -where they are made aware of our knowledge 
of their Klan affiliation, has done much to cause disillusion- 
ment of ths members and disruption of the organtzation.~ In 
' Some instances klansmen volunteer information ebout the 
organization and its activities, These interviews also put 
us in a position to assess eachmmember with regard to his 
potential as en informasit, Although our Asents in conducting 
their interviews are frequently-met with hostility and threats 
by militant klansmen, ovr Klen interviev prorram has been most 
effective an GELerT ing ‘Violence ead govaroR? ¢ informants. 


RECENT. DEVELOPMENTS 
On Décember 7, 1967, an informant of our Mobile 
Division learned of Klan plans to burn crosses in Montgomery, 
Alabama, This information was disseminated to appropriate 
Lecal authorities inf an effort to effert arrests during the 


- gommission of these illegal acts. 
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Only within the Tast week oe of our 
Jackson Office obtained information concerning eee ease 
(Of 105 sticks of dynamite by} 


' a4 This information was given to Wea aurhasieies 


Who arrested and confiscated the dynamite. was 


charged with illezal possession of ery a felony in the 
“State of Mississippl. : 
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